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Recently, climate change issues including the increase
of natural disasters, desertification, and the reduction
of  bio-diversity, have continued to rise. With the
economic chaos started from the end of fall 2008, it is
time for people living on the Earth to start thinking
seriously about the approaching end of humankind.

Looking back to the history of life on the Earth, it can
be divided to the four ages, i.e. the age of the creation
when the earliest form of life started, the age of
reconstitution when the eukaryotes were created, the
age of diversification when many kinds of animals
were born, and at present times, the age of the brain
when the human being has increasingly contributed to
the shaping of the Earth system (influence of human
activity). With our willingness, we can decide about
the ideal way of human life on the Earth. We need to
understand the Earth accurately and the human
society so that we can make correct choices.

For this, spatial information, and connections between
short and long term time sequential information at all
scales are crucially needed. Remote sensing is one of
the most effective technologies that offer such
information to the human being. For the humanity at
the crossroad of the year 2010, Networking the World
with Remote Sensing will be the theme of research
presentations and discussions by many specialists who
will meet together in Kyoto. We are looking forward to
the participation of everybody.
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